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CHOIZEKI'C German Who Seized the Government of

Colonial New York and Ruled for Two Years with
an Iron Hand w A Reign of Terror That Ended Only
When He and His Chief Lieutenant Died on the Scaffold,
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nNY MICHAID SPILLANIL
Robosplerre was o fanatle, So was
Joweph Lelsler, The Frenchman was
rcholarly, refined in s#psech and almost
agtetle. His German-Amerlean proto-

type was rude, coarse In tongue and of
violent temper,
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Tobesplerre, whils ab- /)
horring blood, sent thousands to the j;f—/
gulllotine,  Lelsler, with 1lttlé ecom- //
punctlon abott blowd letting, was re- ‘\—'5‘
eponglbla for great misery, but few —

danths. Hoth acted under the guise of
of law. Both dled on the scaffold, The
world never will forget Hobesplerra
and the Ilelgn of Terror. Compara-
tively few persona know of Jacob Leis-
ler and his Helgn of Terror. Ile ante-
dated Robesplarrs by a century and
ho appeared upon & much s#mallep
stage, but whila lip lasted he was as
blg & figure relatively lo the New
World as Robesplerre was In the Old.

It was In the spring of 1680, when
Lelsler was In his fftleth year, that
he began to play his great rols.  IHa
wig born in Germany and came to
Now York In 1680, He had marrled
o widow, a nlece of Annekas Jans, and
through her could clalm relationship
to many of the leadling Dutch familles, i
He had followed the sea for o time, and
once ha and his ship had been cap-
tured in the Medlterranean and held
by the Turks for rangom. He had pros-
pered as a meérchent and was ona
of the solld, substantial clitizens of the

wis orderad to trv ths prisoners., Bay-
ard and Van Cortlandt prepared the

;:jl‘:';d\a;l:en,ﬂis:-;ltlt:? ermn!l" 1luu.d fol. evidence. The trial began March 30
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and soon after sent thres =loops with

thelr relizion than thelr merlts, Lels-|évents jyere fmpending. They werce:|worlmen left thelr shops and a mob | i % Milborne refused to plead

it erEv D L n ~ oharee. of th 1] sad,
::‘:r}:ﬁrft:‘lrlhier' Tn:-:‘-rm mun, had been!and he was to e the chief agent Ip|sathered, Ths town was In panie. :,::m.f,m’;‘:f,n optlie;chiargadarethatort Atter elght days' trial the jury found
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REiaaol Eo’ n]nl( % ‘.1 jt{"ttr n"r (lll’l"ﬂal‘.i their making. Governor Andros had| Lelsler addressed the mob and that The Albanlang saw. A Lelsidr, Mlilbhorne, Dr. Gerardus Beek-
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falth responsible for what his father|Nicholson had aw hig Councll, Frederick k. 3 refnforcements B ity 3 h
had suffered, He had a strong, but|Phillpse, Stevanus VanCorllanateand When Nicholson declined Leisler sent unless they were subordin to Albany ] '\1‘"“5-" J“? I‘_‘:‘E‘U-" and Edsall
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glorfed tn the Dutch republle, and he|fTe was stralehtforwird and honest, | FCRderad the keys Jacob Milborne, who was imtil they could petition the King,
waould heve been happy If such & re- | He wis a devout Bplscopalian, bu; Soma of the militia captalns began |the three sloops, demand Slonghter granted it, and recommendad
public were established fn Amerlca. In | having been Etl'-'r--int":l by King James, |0 feel timor Four of them—De |to the fort It was refused pardon for all hut Lelsler and. Mils |
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rate, but fn church he prayed longer| The opportunily So = tz the reins of government. e |[to join him With thess and his force 3 s s
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and more vigorously than any one else. Anril! %5 a car;;n! of liquor L'.'u;r;r: con- | d¢elined. . Ha hellevea a lMttle tima of New Yorkers hn marched to;the fort i L N

for mertcy. He was beset, too, with i
petitions for carrving out tha sentence.
He was weak and intemperate. On

next day, and after
admission attempted

again demanding
o

would bring the people to thelr venses,

o Ho had IHitle educiation and no man-
He, Van Cortlandt and Philipse went

signad to Lelsler. He refused to pay
nerd, but he had a slight knowledge

the dity, on the ground that Collector forfogniiens| THIDDIIUCIOPRO 0T SrTtogldsuc camtow nate recalclirantone oplofiHe neonioran
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of law and could make a  rousing|Plowman, belng S = among the people nnd tried to ecalm |‘rance. A party of Mohawks took po- commissions making justices, sheriffs|thelr part sent a protest to the King
5 1an, sing o Catholle, was dis- s = i : 4 5 = - T
epeecl,  Although he was valn and |gualified from recelving the customs |thelr fears about Nicholson. But | #ltlon on a nearby hill and sent word!agnd military officers of those whao|23¥ing they had been “treated In a %}:Jl!“fﬂ:: ri]:clnxl\b['lr!l{t;ﬂl‘m?? qlrinl[;l!:ﬂ]r'l;“;.:g

boastful, he hed a falr amount of sa-|of a Protestant King. At onca he be- | Leisier turned on them and denounced to Senuyler, for whom they had great| .. o .0 fealty to him, and order- bharbarous and inhuman manner, thelr| {n lnuor when he did It. If he wasg.

gacity, There was no question as to|eams a popular hero, : them as rogues and paplists working | respact, that they would attack the ; houses plundered, t romoen sir he did not alter his mind regardln
his courage. 1le was strong In his th:am(;;:rfrﬁor [mhu ot?oalaf-:crlfhmdiil:-i for King James, and such was the|NeW Yorkers upon word from him,|ing all persons holding commissions(, tnlelrnestuL;uhl::::::‘n‘:!:;v;;d"[flpmd the prisoners in the nch t.wg d.w}f
hntes and strong in his likes. Fro- |qulekly followed his exampls and re.|blind fury of the erowd the three men | Milborne, after one more demand, with. | from fonmer Governors to surrendel] Ty oiger was deaf 1o advice, Blind|On Saturday, May 17, Leisler and M-
quently he wos Intempérate In  his|fuged to pay duties or taxes, Nichol- | really were suspected. On DMay 381 drew. Governor Treat sent ctp:hly-se"—;u‘fm- Hoon -.E\a ju!lsj were ﬂl]eiﬂ with (i passion, o treated the people| borne were taken to n gnllows near
fpeech and s=ald bitter things which |son attempted to enforce the S but | Lelsler had drawn up a “declaration,” | R soldiers from Connectieut fo afd|Men who refused to give up thelr com= | 5¢ (he elty who did not bow to him| Where the ginnt skyscraper known au
he did not mean and which ho soon|Lelsler oon aroused tho p_ﬂ:ﬁstu;fs of | which all the captains had sligned, de- Schuyler, and this completed TLelsler's| missions, Lefsler built extenslons to i‘l.'ll‘ﬂo.ﬁl a4 harshly as he did thosgo out-| the I’Jm"li ]{5\}&' II]llII'dlng now ﬁ:miul,'.
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got nor forgave. stitlon, fear, {ntrigue and double deal- | Nleholson and pledging to hold the | Bayard, who had been lving In Al- r.er,uicdhm,‘]ff"\;ﬂlth; ddutlecsog:& ILE;dl_I;':: R ﬂ;f;’ﬁ,’f:f oren {.‘j,‘,ﬂﬁf_f’ s LR O ‘\I'erf:}a ot collapes

New Yaorlk presentsd just the op-|ing. To raise the cry of Popery was|fort until proper authoritles should |Pany, wrots to New York asking for vired s dﬁia g wled the countey|-it siueh & time a love affair seems|He started a pathetlc address, but
portunity for such a rash, forceful, |sufficient to inelte the multituds, arrive, protection. He was ahout to return. chequer. GRARE LI 5 -I'_h 1 }‘ sadly out of place, but nt the helght or | Beelng Robert Livingston In the crowd,
assertlve man. On December 11, 1688, Nlicholson wad attacked. Might he King Willlam had been tog bugy |FHS only son  was  dylne. Lelsler, | tround arresting persons who re C‘.“’-‘ the relgn of terror In old New Yorlc|ho cried: “You have caused my death.
King James had fled from London, and | not be working secretly for Iing |with the involved affairs of Lngland smarting under tha fallure of Mil-|AEalnst hig orders, ami the .\llml_a nloli- Milborne, the most cruel and savige Before God's tribunal 1 will impeach
on February 13, 1650, Willlam and Mary | James? Lelster and others told how | to glve attention to the Colonies, which borne's  expedition, called a public|ony Wwas in terror 1'3‘;"- riders ?'-1’1‘_-! af all Lelsler's coterle, won the heart gﬁh’ mp%‘“_ﬂ:ﬁ{ umﬂ(ﬁ:[u‘ short  speech
had been proclalmed King and Queen. | Nlcholson had knelt when higss was |he thougat needed lttle notice, Lut |Meetng when he heard of Bayard's in- took letter .sftom disaffected poraons ot Lelslm's pretly, fulr-holrad idaugh- S BLOYELs

ol 5 2 5 Tidae e eat ¢ nobtice, bu X G - wera arrested and the writers wore[ter and fnarrled’her, Dominie Selyns, The drop fell; there was a wall of

The convulsion that followed In Eng- | sald in tha King's tent three years be- | hed {ssued a proclamation contlnuing |tentlon, and deciared Bayard swas ad-)| Wo Lelsler's pastor, refused to perform
land had its reflex In America, King|fore on Hounslow Heath. Men be- |in office all Protestant gfficials in the | Vanelng on New York with 300 men Imprlsaned; sers | the c;eremr:}:;y and only a few per- anglish, and then barbarlo shouts of
James less than o year befors had sent and that former Governoy Dongan was| Bayard, who had eluded his|pursuers. ..o Cacy present ot the weddlng, for | eXultation, and the Tobesplerre of

Sir Edmund Andres to America as
Governor and had consolldated all the
Colonies under the name of New Eng-
land. Nothing rcould have been mare
unpopular. Eeeh Colony was jealous
of tho other, and the consolidation only
inflamed the prejudice against the
Iing,

Governor Andres wag in Malne on
®n expedition against the Indlans when
the flrst reports of the landing of
Willlam and the filght of King Jumes
reached Boston. ~

The news did not get to New York
untll weeks later. Then It was doubt-
gd. Before the Bostonians knew that
‘Willlam was on the throns they ar-
rested Governor:Andros and hls Coun-
pll, put them In prison, restored the
old separate system of government and
reinstated the former officials. New
Fork was dellghted at the breaking of
the bonds, It had no desire for unlon
with New England. It was more
Duteh than English. It had no more
love for the Puritans than It had for
the Catholies. Ity 4,000 to §,000 Inhab.
Itants were Duteh, English and French
Huguenots. There wers perhaps 100
Catholic in tho eity.

Just Hia Time,

To Jac Lelsler, who was In Mary-
lapd when the report reached him, Wil-
Jlam as King woas the next best thing
to the establlshment of a Dulch re-
puble in America, for it meant that a

came pallld when they heard thls awful
story.

Next there was a wild alarm ahout
a mighty army the French King was
sending over, with King James at the
head, to Amerlca. Sentinels wera sta-
tioned at Coney Island to report as
soon ns the fleet was sighted, and the
mllitin of the city, conslsting of six
companies, was called out for service
in the fort and work was started
feverishly to put the elty In position
for defense, Of this militla Nichelas
Bayard was colonel, and of the six
companles. was ecalled gut for service
in the fort and work was started fever-
ishly to put the clty in positlon for
defense. Of this militla Nlcholas,
Hayard was colonel, and of the sif
companies the captains were Abraham
de Peyster, Johinnes de Bruyn, Gabriel
Minvielle, Charles Lodwyck, Nlcholas
Stuyvesant, ana last but not least,
Jacob Leisler. Thers was a dispute
about one ef the militiamen acting as
sgntinel in place of a regular soldler
and the lleutenant whao essigned the
milltinmen was reprimanded by the
Lieutenant-Governopr. 'Tha lieutenant
antwered apgrily and Nicholson ex-
claimed that he would rather zee the
city afira than have it commanded py
such & man. Befors sunrise next day
the fneldent had heen exaggerated to
absurd limits. The Lieutenant-Gover-

nor had planned to burn tha clty and

The suave young man who represe

nts himself as

Colonles. This had been sent to Gov-
ernor Andros in FPoston, and he, being
in fail, it had not been sent to New
York., Had it been forwarded prompt-
ly Jacob Lelsler probably never would
have come In for muech notice, With
no official advliees from London, and

with the militla in revelt, Nicholson
declded to go to England and report

in person to the King, He deputed
Philipze, Van Certlandt and Eayzrd
with the charge of New TYork affairs
during hiz absence.
Commuanmiler of the FProvince.

Lelsler treated the deputies with
scant courtesy. He called a conven-
tlon to selsct & commlittee of safety,
and thls cominittee appointed him cap-
taln of the fort and later commander
of the province. TWhen a copy of the
proclamation announcing William and
Afary King and Queen was recelved
from Hartford he got hold of It, haa It

Mayor Van Cortlandt, ordered him to
read it at the Clty Hall in Coentles
8llp. Van Cortlandt resenting Lelsler'a
dictation, told him to have it Tead by
the elerk, who read It at the forrn
Whereupon Leisler denounced nim as
o papist, and the crowd shrieked,
"Down with the traitor!” Van Court-
landt was roughly handled, gno of his
party was felled w.... n musket, the
sheriff was klcked and beaten and
others only escaped by running.
Twno days later tha proclamation of
the King continuing all Protestants in
afiice was recelved and posted by the

council, To comply with it the council
removed Collector Plowman and ap-
pointed four commissloners as tem-

porary collectors, TLalsler fgnored tha
proclamation, and when Bayard at-
tempted to sustnin the colloctors, he
waz threptencd with death and had to

read at tre fort, and then,summoning

to: assist him In capturing the city.
Thereupon he called on all the people
to take an oath of lovalty and obedl-
ence to the King and Jacob Lelsler,
When Captaing De Peyster and Lod-
wyck warned Lelsler agalnst such an
ot he dismissed them from the ser-
vice, When Bavard arrived Leisler
gent soldjera  to arrest him The
house where the dyving boy was lying
was Eparched from cellar to garret,
and' then the houses of Mayor Van
Cortlandt, Peter Stuyvesant, Dominje
Selyus and slxteen other prominent
citizens were ransgacked., Many of the
eoldlers were drunk, and nevar was &
hunt for a man conducted {n a more
shameless manner. Thae day after this
search Stuyvesant resigned as captaln
of the militla. Thero now remalned
only one other than Lelsler of the aix
in charge when the body was sum-
moned for duty.
Sloughter,

A vear had clapsed since James had
been driven from the throne. Nlichol-
son had arrlved !n England and had
reported, The address from Leisler
hed been recelved. The minlstry was
In possession of both sldes of the story,
and the King had appolnted Colonal
Henry Sloughter Governor of Now York
and Nicliglson had been appointed Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Virginia, Slough-
ter might have proceeded at onca 1o
America, but King James was ralsing
an army in Ireland, and King William
needed all his ships to transport the
troops that were to battle with the
former soversizn. Lelsler meanwhile
revived the customs and execlse duties
of James 1L, the same duties ho had
been the firat to resist. There was an
outburst of rage at this, Ilis procla-
matlon was torn down, and when It
wns reposted It agaln was torn down,

for a month, finally was captured and
put in lrons in the jall, Mayor Van
Cortlandt hud to flee to Connscticut.
One of hischildren died, but he did not
dare to return. Willlam Nicolls, for-
mor Attorney-General, was put in the
dungeon along with Bayard for call-
ing Lelsler a German upstart Tor
thirteen menths Bayard and Nicolls
waore held captive, not being permitted
to communleata  with their friends.
Chrlstophepr Gera lost his liberty for
saying he was ‘Just as much Liruten-
ant-Governor as Mr. Lafsler’ Robhert
Livingston fed the province to escaps
a dungeol. So dld scores of other
prominent mamn

Lelsler's brutal treatment of those
who would not bew down to him was
destroving lis hiald on tha people, and
he surely would hava basn driven from
authority soon had it not been for the
Schenectady massacre, A small foree
of Frenchmen and Indiaos
down  upon the settlement
killad nearly all
gpread such terror in Albany that ur-

gent appeal was made to Lelsler fov

aldt, ' Lelsler wrns not slow to aet,
was peculiar to him that he saw In

every occurrence the hand of hils po-
ltieal opponents, so, Arst {ssulng war-|

rants for the arrest of Tiong
Mayor Willets and dozens of
for alleged compllelty with the French,
The hurrled forward a force of 160 men
Lo Albany., A commopn dangeyr har-
monlzes neople, and Leisler got as-
sistanes and recognitlon from many
persons  who formerly opposed hine.
The massacre so stlrred all the colo-
nies that measures for protection and
retallation were demanded, Lelaler,
qulck to selze ithe opportunity, (EELIL
@ call for a colonial conventlon, end
a5 o result of that call the flvst North
American Onlonlal Congress wns held
In New ¥York May 1, 1690, An army
of pearly 1,000 men was provided for
an Invasion of Canapda, and Lelsler
fitked out thres vessels to ald Phipps

in, ex-

swooped
at night,
the inhabitants ond

others

the persons Lelsler could call
friends wera Hmited indeod.

Whean Jucob Milborns and Mury Leis-
ler were belng married oo frigate and
thres sloops were bound for New Yorlk,
Learing Governor Sloughter, Lisuten-
ant-Governor Ingoldshy and two cor
pandea of soldlers, Tha King was
in full possession at last of all the
fapta regarding conditions  In New
York and was sending not only tho
oflicials, but troops to set things vight,
The fleet was o long time ot sea, The
frigate, wilth Sloughter aboard, was
carried far out of Its course and the
sloops with Ingoldsby nrrived tirst. It
was on Japuary 29, 1891, that In~nlds-
by reached New York. Ha was visited
by Philipse, Van Cortlandt and several
other gentlemen ot once. Thon ho sent
a demand to Leisler to turn over the
fort to the King's soldlers, Lelslor ra-
fused unless [ngoldsby could show
written orders from the King or Gov-
ernor, Ingoldshby's commission was to
sorve Sloughter. and Leisler declined
to recognize him,

Ingoldshy lssued a call to the Long
Tslnnd militla to ald him agalnst the
trebels,! and landed his troops with
as uch enution as if he was invadins
a hostlle country, Lelsler issued a pro-
tast and o call tn arms to assist him
in enforcing orders.  All eltizens ware

his

warned ogalnst obeying  Ingoldsby.
Lefsler had thrown prudenca Lo thp
winds, Ingoldsby demanded the re-

lease of Bavard and Nicolls. YWhat,'
exclaimed Lelsler, “these Popish dogs
and rogues! Never.!

The elty was in a tumult, Procla-
mution followed proclamation from the
hostile cnmps, With difficulty the rival
forces were kept from attacking each
ather,  Iriends plended with Lelsler
to stop hls “base and Imprudent pro-
eeadings,” but It was no  uge.  Iis
jndgment wag unbalanced. On March
17, whilse the King's troops wera an
perade, they wera fred on from the
fort, Twao seldisrs were killed and
gevernl wounded., 'The fort was {irad

Amerlea and Dhis chief lleutenant wers

dead, the only two men ever executed
in New York for g political erime.
(Copyright, 1810, by Rlchard Spillane.)’
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